

















Our Amar Chitra Katha, Dasharatha, has been drawn 
mainly from Valmiki's famous epic poem— Ramayana. 

Ravana, an evil Rakshasa, had performed severe 
penancesand obtained a boon from Brahma. No celes- 
tial being, be it Yaksha, Gandharva or Deva, could kill 
him. Armed with this boon, he invaded Amaravati, the 
city of the Devas and played havoc among its inhabi- 
tants. Distressed, they appealed to Vishnu. 

On earth at that time, Dasharatha, the prosperous, wise 
and just king of Ayodhya, bent on obtaining a son, 
was engaged in performing a series of sacrifices. 

To help the Devas Vishnu decided to manifest himself 
oh earth and destroy Ravana, since Brahma's boon did 
not protect Ravana from men. And he chose to be 
born as four sons to the three queens of Dasharatha. 

As Dasharatha delighted in his growing sons, parti - 
cularly in Rama the eldest, little did he dream that the 
curse, hurled at him for a sin committed by him in 
ignorance when he was a mere lad, would materialize 
with an impact that would be the death of him. 
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DASHARATHA , THE SON OF AJA AND INDUMATL WAS THE 6ELOVED CROWN PRINCE 
OF AYODHYA, THE CAPITAL OF THE FLOURJSH/NG KINGDOM OF KOSALA ON THE 
BANKS OF THE R/VER SARAYU. L/KE H/S FATHER , YOUNG DASHARATHA WAS A 
SK/LFUL ARCHER.HE COULD HIT HIS TARGET GU/DED ONLY BY SOUND.AND HE 
LOVED TO EXERC/SE THIS SKUL . 


ONE DARK , 
RAINY N/6HT m 
AS DASHARATHA 
WAS LOOKJNG 
OUT FOR GAME— 




BA WHAT’S THAT? ^ 
r' A TH IRSTY 
ELEPHANT’S TRUNfC, 
OUT FOR ITS FILL! - 


DASHARATHA 
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amar chitra katha 


/- 



■A WHAT ^ 
f HAVE I DONE! 1 

i who m a 

VIRTUOUS K05ALA 
Pf^INCE ,THE 
PROTECTOR OF 
k THE WEA<! J 




HE fil MED fiT THE SOL/ND AND LET H/S DEfiDLY 
ftRROW FLY. WHEH THE PRROW FOUND ITS MfiRK 


AH ! MURDER. BUT 
I HAVE HARMED 
NONE.AH ! MY POOR, 
OLD, BLIND PARENTS! 
I LEAVE YOU, 
HELPLESS. 


DftSHfiRfiTHP HfiD M/S~ 
TftKEN THE GURGLE OF THE 
HERMIT’S FfLUNG PITCHÉ/Z 
FOR THE SOUND OF f)N 
ELEPHPNT DRIN/ONG WfiTER 


«- 




* S', 




FOR ft MOMENT HE 
STOOD PETR/F/ED 


/Si 


O PRINCE, 
MV TH IRSTY 
PARENTS ARE WAIT- 
ING AT THE HERMI TAGE 
NEAR BY. GO AND TELL 
THEM ABOUT ME.ØUT FIR5T 
REMOVE THIS ARROW. LET 
DEATH RELIEVE ME OF THIS PAIN. 


DhSHHRfi THf) DID fiS HE WftS TOLD . 
THEN , FILL/NG THE PITCHER W/TH 
WfiTER HE MftDE HIS WfiY TO THE HERMI TAGE. 


THEN, HE REN TO THE SPOT FROM WHERE 
THE HUMfiN CRY HfiD COME. fiS SOON fiS 
THE DY/NG YOUTH SFW H/M — 
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DASHARATHA 







V OUR 50N 
HAS ØEEN AWAY 
A LONG WHILE, 
COULD 50ME- 
THING HAVE 

HAPPENED 

V TO HIM ? > 


JUST THEN THEY HEFiRD 
FOOTSTEPS ftPPROPCHtNG 


AH ! THERE^ 
YOU ARE AT 
LA5T. QUICK., 
GIVE N \E THE 
WATER. I CAN- 
NOT BEAR THE 
THIR5T ANY > 
LONGER. A 


'J WW&tey 

itøooQUQ 


iiaa ood 


MEflNWHILE 3 flT THE 
HER/Y)! TAGE — 


i ■ 


O 


TEV9Æ5 FLOWED DOWN DftSHflRdTHf )’S 
E/9CE /?S /Y£ STOOD THERE, 5PEECH- 
LESS W/TH GUILT. 


SILENT, MY 
SON ? YOU KNOW 
THAT YOU ARE 
OUR VERY LIFE. 
SPEAK TO 


i 


F)ND DPSHhRffTHn TOLD THEN) WHftT 
HE HftD UNKNOW/NGLY DONE. 


O VENERABLE 
ONE, I f\N\ NOT 
YOUR SON. MY 
NAME IS 
DASHARATHA. 

I HAVE COM-' 
MITTED A 
HEI NOUS SIN 
AND STAND 
BEFORE YOU, 
SAD AND 
REPENTANT. 
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amar chitra katha 


THE OLD COUPLE S AT STUNNED 
FOR. ft FEVY SECONDS . THEN PAST 
THE CHOKING G PI EF CAME THE WORDS. 




r YOUR SON TOO 
SHALL BE PARTED 


THE &EREFT FATHER CURSED 

DfleHflRffFM. j j 


FROM YOU. AND 
YOU 5HALL DIE 
ORIEVING FOR Hl/Y\. 


ft THOROUGHLY SHAKEN DASHARATHA 
RETURNED TO H/S PftLftCE . 


BUT THE INCIDENT GRADUAE 
LY FADED FRO/Y} HIS MEMORY 
ONE DftY AOft SENT FOR Hl/Y ). 



DASHARATHA,EVER SINCE 
YOUR MOTHER Dl ED THE 
KINGDOM HAS BECOME A 
BURDEN TO ME.YOU HAVE 
COME OF AGE.NOW YOU 
RULE THE LAND AND LET 
ME RETIRE TO 
THE F0RE5T. 



SOON ftFTER } ON THE ADV/CE OF HIS MINISTERS 
AND SPIRITUAL GUIDES, DASHARATHA IY)ARRIED 
KAUSALYA , ft PR/NCESS OF KOSALA . 
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DASHARATHA 



Dfl5HflR.fi THA WA 5 A NOBLE , ViRTUOUS KtNG AND 
WflS LOVED By ALL . 50 RENOWNED FOR VflLOUR 
WA5 HE THAT EVEN INDRfl,K/NG OF THE DEVA S, 
50UGHT HIS HELP IN HIS WAR .5 W/TH THE ASURflS. 


s \ 



BUT DASHARATHA WA5 
UNHAPpy. KAUSAL YA 

had not borne h/m 

ANY 5 


I SHALL 5EEK 
THE HÅND OF 
THE LOVELV 
DAU6HTER OF 
ASHWA PATHI, 
LORD OF THE 



IN ORDER. TO W/N THE BEAUT/FUL KAIKEYI, DASHARATHA 
MADE A PROM/SE TO ASHWAPA TH !. i--- 


THE SON BORN 
TO KAIKEYI SHALL 
BECOME THE CROWN 
PRINCE AND 5HE, 
QUEEN MOTHER. 


Pi 




2/7 £ 

1 fc 


fj 

l f vjAl i 


A ^ få f 

Al/j« 

mh 

$U 





l/jft nSN L 



o® 1^2 


Lfffl 

JA //( //!/ 

|H 

r'tv / i V A 





THE YEARS PASSED, BUT KAIKEYI TOO FA!LED Hf IH 


I SHALL WED SUMITRA, 
s THE ØENTLE PRINCESS 
OF MAøADHA. SHE 
^4 IS SURE TO BEAR. 
RS-V /VIE A SON. A 


BUT GUMITRA TOO 
REMA/NED A BARREN W/FE 
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amar chitra katha 



DftEHRRf) THfl TURNED 
TO KM KEY!. i-ra- 


MEENWH/LE INDRE, KJNG OE THE DEI/E5, WE5 tN 
TROU8LE ONCE EGWN JD NE DflY— 

W 5 / INDRfl SEEKS YOUR 

> \\^ ELP ^ 6niN5T 


I 5HALL LEA VE 
IMMEDIATELY. 


LORD, LET ME 
COME WITH 

s ^ QU -^ 


HA,HA,MY X, 
r DEAR ONE, A > 
BATTLEFIELD 15 
NO PLACE FOR YOU 
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DASHARATHA 


THE BftTTLE WftS ft TERRIBLE ONE ftND THE ft SURRE) WER.E R.OUTED} BUT ft WOUND - 
ED DftSHRRRTHft LRY ON THE FfELD , SENSELES3, ftLMOST DEftD. KR!KEY/ RODE UP 





TO H/An IN HER CHftR/OT. | 


DEAR HUSBAND, l WILL 
NOT LET YOU LEAVE 
ME. I WILL NURSE 
YOU BACK TO A 
V FULL LIFE. 




SHE HftD H//V) REMOVED TO HER TENT ftND 
TENDED H/M DftY ftND N/GHT TILL HE 
REGftlNED CONSaOUSNESS. ftS SOON ftS 
HE OPENED H/S EYES — 


- V" 

KAIKEYI,MY DEARE5T AT THIS MOMENT,WITH 
QUE£N,YOU HAVE ; YOU ALIVE, I HAVE ALL 
BR0U6HT ME BACK / I NEED.MY LORD, 

TO LIFE. ASK ANY 
TWO BOONS 


OF 


MF 


FROM THEN ON Kft/KEY! BECft/VJE 
DftSHftRftTHft’S FftVOURITE QUEEN. 
THE GENTLE YOUNG SUffl/TRft, UNftBLE 
TO BEftR H/S NEGLECT, SPORE HER 
HEftRT OUT TO KftUSftLYft WHOSE SPE- 
C/ftL PROTECT/ON SHE ENJOYED. 


EVER. 

SINCE THE 
BOLD KAIKEYI 
ACCOMPANIED 
OUR LORD TO 
THE BATTLE- 
FIELD, HE HAS 

NO PVFF FOR 


MIND, 
SUMITRA. 
LET US 
CONTINUE 
TO SERVE 
HIM WITH 
LOVE AND 
DEVOTION 
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amar chitra katha 




BUT NONE OF THE THREE QUEENS BORE 
DftSHftRftTHft ft SON. ftS 
V EftRS PftSSED , DftSHft¬ 
RftTHft 9 S YEftRN/NG 
FOR ft SON GREN. 

BT LftST — | - 

I SHALL PERFORM A 
SACRIFICE AND OB' 

TAIN A SON TO 
RULE THE KIN6- 


ORDERS WERE GIVEN ftND 
ftLL WERE REftDY FOR THE 
GRftND SftCR/F/CE . ft S THE 
SftCRJFIC/ftL FIRE BLftZED , 
ft BE/NG HOLDING ft BOWL 
OF ‘PftYftSft 9 * SUDDENLY 
EMERGED FRO/V) IT. 

ICINø, GIVE THIS 
TO YOUR. WORTHY 
QUEENS AND THEY 
SHALL BEAR YOU 
50NS. 



* ft GRUEL MftDE OUT OF NVLK ,SUGftR ftND RICE. 
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DASHARATHA 




• tyv- % 


.V/ 


es he wns> neour to do so,e 

THOUGHT SUDDENLY STRUCK 





li Ur Rm h 15 ^^p=== 

II DEAR.ER. TO 
\f LAKSHMANA THAN LIFE 
IT5ELF. AND 5HATRU6HNA 
15 PARTIAL TO BHARATA. , 
I WA5 WI5E TO GIVE THE j 
m DOCILE SU/Y1ITRA 
*Vi THE 5ECOND Mm 
PORTION. JM 


within n YEnRy KnusnL yn 

Gnva BIRTH TO Rflm } KEIKEY/ 
ro BHERETBj BND SUM/TRE, 
WHO HfiD THE ‘PEYESE ’ 
TW/CE, TO LEKSHMENE END 
SHETRU6HNE .THOUGH THE 
PRJNCES LOVED EftCH OTHER— 



nND THOUGH ELL FOUR PR/NCES DEUGHTED THE 
HEflRT OF DESHERETHE, REME, THE ELDEST , WES HIS 
FEVOURtTE. INDEED, HE WES THE FEVOUR/TE OF ELL 
EYODHYE. 

HE HA5 EVEN BECOME THE 
FAVOURITE OF KAIKEYI AND 
SUAAITRA FOR HE 
LOVES AND H0N0UR5 
THEM A5 HE D0E5 
HI5 OWN MOTHER.. \ 
HE WOULD MAKE / 
AN IDEAL KIN6 J 

I, ) 


\ 


- <* 
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amar chitra katha 



ft FEVY DAYS LftTER -— 


z 


HOW WELL BHARATA 
SHOOTS! KAIKEYI, 
MY BE LOVED,HE 
WILL MAKE AN 
EXCELLENT KINO. 


YES,MY LORD. BUT 
RAMA 15 OUR ELDE5T 
50N AND 15 AN IDEAL 
PRINCE. BE5IDE5 HE 
LOVES ME EVEN 
MORE THAN HI5 
OWN MOTHER. 






‘141 


Ifciw. • 


u U*ti»|#/ 


wu..' 




Dft SHARP THft WAS HAPPY TO HEftR THIS. 

HER WORDS 
REA5SURE ME AS 
I WOULD HAVE 
RAMA RULE AFTER 
ME. VET, I MUST 
TAKE CARE TO 
KEEP KAIKEYI 
IN THI5 FRAME 
OF MIND. 


STRIVINS TO KEEP KAIKEYI HAPPY ALWAYS t 
DASHARATHA NEGLECTED KAU S ft LY ft AND 
GUMITRA. 


SENS/NG REUECTION AS W/FE, 
KAUGALYA MAGN/FIED HER ROLE 
AS HOUSEWIFE. ONE DAY AS SHE 
EXAMINED THE EXPENSES OF 
THE QUEENS 9 APARTMENTS — 


KAIKEYI SPEND5 
MORE THAN WE 
DO. IF ONLY 
THE KIN6 
WOULDN’T 
INDULØE 
HER 50. 














































































































DASHARATHA 



SHE SENT FOR. THE 
YOUNGER QUEEN. 


KAIKEYI, EXTRAVA6ANCE 


MY APARTMENTS AND 
MY PER50N MU5T 
BE WORTHY OF 
N \Y LORD, THE 
Kl N6. MORE 50 
AS HE 5PEND5 
MOST OF HI5 
LEISURE HOURS 
WITH ME 


THE TfiUNT HUR.T KftUSfiLYft BUT SHE 
WISE LY MF IN W/N ED HER 5/LENCE. 



1 IT 15 TIME THE 
PRINCE5 WERE 
V MARRIED. A 


DflSHflRflTHfl WHO OVER- 
HEftRD THE/R CON VERS/1 - 
T/ON MES PERTURBED. 


MEBNWH/LE THE CH/LDREN HfiD GROWN /NTO 
HflNDSOfflE YOUTHS. 


LORD, THE 
RENOWNED 


JUST THEN — 


5A6E, VI5HWA" A 
. MITRA, 15 A\ 


HERE 


THEIR QUARRELS 5H0ULD 
> NOT SPOIL RAMA’S 4 
CHANCE5.I MUST ENSURE 
THAT 5UCH 5ITUATIONS DO 
NOT COME UP A6AIN. 
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amar chitra katha 




Dft SHftR.fi THft WftS STUNNED. HE 
COULD HfiRDLY SPEftK. f~ - 



RAMA 15 BARELV 5IXTEEN, 

A AAERE BOV. NO l I CANNOT 
PART WITH AAV FIR5T- 
BORN.IF VOU LIKE, 

MV FRIENDS AND 
l WILL HELP VOU. 



VISHWfiMITR.fi WftS ENRfiSED. 




O KLING, YOUR WORD5 
ARE UNWOR.THV OF VOUR 
LINEAGE .VOU GAVE 
ME A PR0MI5E AND } 
\ NOW GAV VOU Å 
\ CANNOT KEEP 


* 


DEMONS 
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DASHARATHA 



THEN LET 
LAKSHMANA 
øO WITH 
. RA/Y\A. A 


AS THE AHGRY SAGE WA5 ABOUT TO STOMP OUT , 
VAS/SHTA, DASHA RATHA*5 SPIRITUAL GUIDE,TURN ED 
TO THE RING. \ - - T \ ~T lfl TI-1 FT -1—TI 


KEEP i 

VOUR WORD.\ | 
SEND RAMA 
THIS MIGHTY \ 
SAGE CAN 
BRING NOTHING 
BUT 600D FOR. 

'VOUR SON. 


50 RAMA AND LAKSHMANA 
WENT WITH VI5HWflMITR.fi. 


fl FEW 0AY5 LflTER., ENVOY5 
FROM THE COURT OF dAN AKA , 
THE K/NG OF MITHILfl, CflME 
TO THE COURT OF DASHARATHA 


WE COULD NOT 
HAVE HOPED FOR 
A BETTER, 
ALLIANCE. r JU*\ 


AN EXCELLENT 
^ PROPOSAL 1 J 


THEN LET US 
( PROCEED EARLY 
TOMORROVV. WE’LL 
TAKE BHARATA AND 

SHATRU6HNA WITH 
L_US._ 


IF YOU ARE ^ 
A6REEABLE 
I WOULD GLADLY 
HAVE m 
SECOND DAUGHTER 
\ URMI LA, WED 
\ LAKSH/U4NA. >é 


AT MITHILfl, dflNAKA AND HI5 
V OUNGER 8ROTHER GAVE THEM 
h ROYAL WELCOME. LATER — 


WE 

BRIN6 ^ 
GLAD TID- ^ 
INGS.SITA, ^ 
THE DAUGHTER 
OF OUR VALIANT 
KIN6,HAS BEEN 
WON BY RAMA. 
OUR KIN6 
AWAITS YOUR 
PLEASURE AND 
INVITES YOU J 
THERE. / 


^OooouuJL 




mi. 

6 
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■b = 5 


THE PRO¬ 
POSAL 15 
ACCEPTED. IF 
VOU ARE WILLr 
ING WE WOULD 
AL50 ACCEPT 
VOUR Y0UN6ER 
BROTHER’5 
DAUGHTERS FOR] 
BHARATA AND 
5HATRUGHNA. 


/?5 WfiS THE CUSTOM 
IN THOBE DfiYS, VA5J- 
3HTHA BNBVYERED ON 
BE HEL F OF DE5HERETHE. 


amar chitra katha 




JENEKf) WES OVERdOYED. 


THEN LET THE 
FOUR PRINCE5 BE 
MARRIED ON THE 
SAME DAV.THE 
ROYAL FAMI LI E5 
OF K05ALA AND 
MITHILA SHALL 
PROSPER. IN 


WH/LE THE PREPERET/ONB FOR. THE WEDD/N65 WERE 
60/N6 ON, FE/KEY/’5 BROTHER, YUDDHEd/T, CBME TO 
NUTH/Lfi END PRE&ENTED H!/V\5ELF BEFORE DflS/ifiRfiTHfl. 


MY FATHER SENT 
ME TO AYODHYA 
TO TAKE BHARATA 
TO OUR. KINGDO/Y) 
FOR A FEW YEAR5. 

I HEARD THE NEWS 
THERE AND FOLLOW-, 
ED YOU TO 
MITHILA. 


WELCOME, 
IYUDDHA- 
"JIT. IT 15 
FORTU- 
NATETHAT 
,YOU ARE 
HERE 



F)E> 500N E5 THE ERREN6EMENT5 WERE OVER, P/N BUbP/C/OUS 
DflY WE5 F/XED END THE NUPTIELS PERFORN)ED. 
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DASHARATHA 



WELCOME,DEAR ' 
DAU6HTERS.MAY 
YOU KNOW O N LY 
HAPPI NESS IN 
U YOUR NEW / 
HOME. / 


DftSHftRftTHft ftND THE YOUNG COUPLES RETURNED 
TO ft JU&lLftNT ftVODHYft. ftT THE PftL ftCE b DftSHftRftTHft ’S 

WiVES STOOD JOYOU5 ftND EXPECTftNT. 

— 



ft FEW MONTH5 LETTER, 
DftSHftRft THft SENT FOR. 

BHftRft7Yh 

YOU MAY NOW GO 
WITH YOUR UNCLE 
TO YOUR 6RAND- 
FATHER. ' 





ftS THE YEftRS WENT 6Y,RftMft’S EXCELLENCE, NOW ftS ft 
HOUSEHOLDER ,ENDEftRED HlAft EVEN MORE TO THE ftGE~ 

I 5HALL 5EE RA/Y1A \ 


CROWN ED YUVRAJA, 
WITHOUT ANY DELAY. 

I SHALL ANNOUNCE 
MY DECISION AT AN 
ASSEMBLY OF ELDERS, 


DftSHftRft THft SOON MftDE H/S W/SH 
KNOWN TO HIS COUNSELLORS. THEN — 


...AND AS TIME IS 
RUNNING OUT 
THERE IS LITTLE 
NEED TO INVITE 
ASHWAPATHI AND 
JANAKA TO THE 
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amar chitra katha 



BT THE B55EMBLY, BFTEH DB3HBRBTHB BNNOUNCED H/3 DEC/S/ON 


IF ANV AMQN6 YOU 
FEEL THAT THIS 
CHOICE IS THAT OF 
A FOND FATHER. 
AND NOT A JUST 
KING,LET AAE A 
KNOW WHAT 
I SHOULD DO. JØ 



THE K/N66 AND 5BGE3 BT THE 3BBHB 
WE/GHED THE MfiTTER CBREFULLY . THEN — 


JU5T KIN6, INSTALL^ 

AS THE 


O 


RAMA 


HEIR; 




fj L/TTLE LBTER RF)/V\B ENTERED THE BS5EMBLY, 


. r 'N/H- 
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DASHARATHA 



THE /CIN6 EMBRACED H/M AND MADE HM 5/T ON A 
THRONE , SPECIALLY MADE FOR 


WE,THE K.ING AND 
THE PEOPLE,PROPOSE 
TO INSTALL YOU AS 



THE ANNOUNCEMENT OVER , 
RAMA RETURNED TO H/5 
OWN CHAMBER. LATER — 


THE 


KING WOULD 
TO SEE YOU 
ALONE. 


LIKE 


vs 


JL 


HAVE 
PEOPLE 
PROMPTED THE 
KING TO REVERSE 
Pi HASTY 
DECISION ? WELL, 
WHATEVER, 
HAPPENS IS 
FOR THE BEST. 
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amar chitra katha 




WHEN THE NEWS 
REfiCHED KdUSBLYft— 


MAY m GLORIOU5 
50N LIVE LONG. 
HERE,ACCEPT THE5E 
FOR BRIN6IN6 5UCH 
AU5PICIOUS TIDIN6S. 



MflNTHflRfl , KfllKEVrS HUNCH-BflCKED CH/LDHOOD 
NURSE AND CONFIDfINTE,HftPPENED TO SEE TH/S. 


WHAT I THE THRIFTY 
KAUSALYA GI VING f 
AVYAY GEMS 
AND GOLD ! £C 



SHE TURNED TO ft MftID NEftR BY . 


WHY IS 
THE CHIEF 
QUEEN SO 
HAPPY? 
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DASHARATHA 



ft LITTLE LftTER+RftMft CftME TO H/5 
MOTHER.’5 ftPftRTMENTS . 5UM/TRft, 
LftKSHMftNft ftND 5/Tft WERE ftLREftDY 
THERE. rr ir - r~ZZ - 


y MOTHER,THE \ 
PRIESTS SAY THAT SITA 
MUST FA5T WITH ME 
TONI6HT. PLEA5E 
ARRANØE ALL THAT WE 
WILL NEED FOR IT. 


KftUEftLYft TREM8LED W/TH 
DEU6HT TO HEftR THE WORD5 
5HE HftD EVER HOPED TO HEftR 


r.v ~ 


" u\K5Y\mm, 

MY LIFE AND THI5 
KIN6D0M ,TOO,ARE 
k YOUR.S.RULE 

WITH ME. . 


/O RA/VW, you MUST 
|PLEASE THE HEARTS 
OF SU/MITRA’S SONS 


MEftNWH/LE, IN HER EL EQ ft HT CHftMBER , ftS Kft/KEY/ ftWft/TED 
DftOHftRftTHft, 5HE REFLECTED OH HER OOOD FORTUNE , 


EVER 5INCE J CAME AS HI5 
BRIDE TO AYODHYA,THE KING ^ 
HAS NEVER LET ME KNOW A 
MOMENT OF PAIN OR NEGLECT. 
EVEN BHARATA’S ABSENCE DOES 
NOT PAIN ME.RAMA BY HIS 
DEVOTION DOES NOT LET ME A 
FEEL IT. IF ONLV KAUSALYA 
v-. TOOK MORE KINDLY 

TO ME... A ^ 


o /Tf # 


nL 

i) 

W 

°l 

o/r. 


1 1 * I 

: TV * J 

[fe 

Jllej 

|fo| 

H 
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amar chitra katha 


HER PLEE5EHT MUSINGG WERE 



RUDELY INTERRUPTED BY 
MENTHflRfl'S REUCOU5 VO/CE 


\ WAKE UP, KAIKEYI 
\ VOUR GOOD DAVS 
\\ ARE ABOUT TO 
1\ COME TO A 
K RUDE END. A 


^WHY,MANTHA- CWT 
) RA! VOU ARE PALE^— 
WHAT’S THE MATTER? 

15 ALL WELL WITH MY LORD? 



THE LORD 15 IN HI5 HEAVEN 
BUT ALL 15 ILL WITH VOU. 

O MY INNOCENT ONE,THE 
CRAFTV KING HA5 5ENT 
VOUR 50N AWAY,ONLY 
TO IN5TALL HI5 RAMA A5 



KB!KEY/'S FACE UT UP. 


SPE TOOK OFF HER NECKLECE END 


MY VIRTUOU5 
RAMA?HEIR-x 
APPARENT?Æ 
VOU HAVE £Å 
BR0U6HT yjl 
ME HAPPV mii 
NEWS. rim 


HERE,TAKE THI5 
ASK FOR ANV 
OTHER REWARD 
AND IT SHALL 
V BE YOURS. A 


E D/5GU5TED ME/VTHBRE FLUNG 
THE ORNmENT ES/DE. L t 


RAMA WILL NOT LET 
HER.BE5IDE5,IF THE 
KINGDOM 8E RAMA’5 
IT WILL BE BHARATA’5 
TOO. RAMA 15 ABOVE 
V PETTV DI5TINC- > 
TION5. .A 


DON’T VOU UNDERSTAND?teM 
WITH HER 50N A5 THE 
HEIR-APPARENT, 

KAU5ALVA WILL J 
HUMILIATE VOU. A ijgl\\ V 
5HE HAS A LONG / JFvj . \\ \ 

MEMORY.. Af lUU } 
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DASHARATHA 





N\f)NTHftRft BREflTHED HARD W/TH EXfiSPERAT/ON, 


I HAD NOT 
THOU6HT OF 
THAT! - 


IMPOSSIBLE ! THE CORONATION \ 
OF RAMA WILL CUT BHARATA 
OFF THE ROYAL LINE FOR EVER. 

IT 15 YOUR DUTY AS A K5HATRIYA 
MOTHER-TO PROTECT THE ROYAL > 
RI6HTS OF YOUR. 

50N AND HIS T7f7 l^Ty L 

depen- å\ y S 

dants. yffrÅ)/i\?Ai7 \m 



YES, WHEN RAMA 
BECOMES KINøjHE W 
BANISH BHARATA OR. 
KJLL HIM.THEN, MY 
HAUGHTY ONE,YOU 
WILL BE A SLAVE IN 
THE ROYAL HOUSE¬ 
HOLD. HAVE NO 
DOUBTS ABOUT 



MY SON MUST BECOME 
THE KIN6.THIS VER.Y 
DAY I WILL SEND RAMA 


. N 


KAlKEYl! 
LISTEN 
TO ME 
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amar chitra katha 





REMEMBER THE TWO 
BOON5 DASHARATHA 
HAD OFFERED VOU 
MANV VEARS 
AGO. 


A5K FOR THEM NOW. 

ASK FOR. THE INSTAL¬ 
LATION OF BHARATA AND 
THE EMLE OF RAMA FOR. 
FOURXEEN VE ARS. BY THAT 
TIME BHARATA CAN BE A FOPULAR 
KIN6 AND AN INVINCIBLE MONARCH. 


WHEN SHALL 
I DEMAND 
THE BOONS? 




NOW! CAST OFF YOUR FINERV 
AND ENTER THE CHAM8ER OF 
PROTEST. DO NOT 5PEAKTO 
THE KING WHEN VOU SEE 
Hl/V\. LET ONLV VOURTEARS 
< FLOW, UNCONTROLLED, 

LET VOUR SOBS WRENCH 
. HIS HEART. y< 



HOW WISE VOU AREjMANTHARA! 
I WOULD NEVER HAVE 
SUSPEC.TED THE KJNG’S 
MOTIVES. VOU SHALL HAVE 
ALL THE POWER AND MONEV 
VOU WANT WHEN BHARATA 


h FEW Mt NUTES LETER, 


VQU HAVE ALWAV5 
BEEN HIS FAVOURITE 
SO BE BOLD AND 
ACHIEVE VOUR 
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dasharatha 



DESHBR.BTHE HURfiUED THERE. 

HE WEB EMEZED END D/5TRE55ED 
BY WHET HE SEW. fTTP'T'i - '' - !- 


ET THET MOMENT^ DESHERETHE WEB ON N/5 
WEY TO THE QUEEN’S EPERJMENJS. mmmm 


I WILL GO TO N 
KAIKEYI FIRST. 
SHE HAD ALWAY5 
SEEN THE HEIRr 
APPARENT IN 
v RAMA. V 


'Ut-tU 


Y O KAIKEYI, ^ 
f WHY ARE YOU 

IN TEARS? TELL 
ME WHY YOU ARE 
SAD. I’LL IMME- 
DIATELY 5ET 
MATTERS / 

V RIGHT. j( 


f IN THE 
CHAMBER 
OF PROTEST, 
YOUR 

v MAJESTY. . 


WHERE 
IS QUEEN 
KAIKEYI? 


' THIS 15 ^ 
UNUSUAL. 
KAIKEYI AWAY 
FROM HER 
CHAMBERfAT 
THIS HOUR? 


IN THE CHAMBEROF 
PROTEST? TILL TODAY 
NOT ONE OF NN 
QUEENS HAS FOUND 
b THE NEED TO / 
LISE IT. bsÆ 





HAS 

y ANYONE 
1 OFFENDED 
YOU? HAS 
ANYONE REPRI- 
MANDED YOU? 
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amar chitra katha 



KfllKEYI 5LOWLY LOOKED UP. 


NO, MY LORD. I WANT 
SOMETHING DONE. 

IF YOU PROM ISE 
TO DO IT, I WILL y 
^ 5PEAIC. 



YOU KNOW THAT EXCEPT 
RAMA WHO 15 MY VERY 
LIFE,THERE 15 NO ONE 
DEARER. TO ME THAN 
YOU. | SWEAR BY RAMA 
THAT I WILL OO 

V WHATEVER. YOU Å 

V WANT. 



NAME THE 
600N5 AND I 
5HALL 5EE 
THAT THEY 
ARE YOURS. 


REMEMBER. THE TWO 
BOONS YOU HAD 
OFFERED ME MANY 
YEAR5 AGO?I WANT 
THEM NOW.IF YOU 
L REFU5E I WILL GIVE 
k. UP MY LIFE. . 



DftSHflRfiTHf) ms 5TUNNED. Hf)D HE HEflRD RIGHT? 
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DASHARATHA 



NOTHING STAINS THAT FAIR. 
NAME AS A BROKEN 
PROMlSEjAND A PROMISE 
v TO ONE WHO 5AVED y 
\ THE KINØ AND THE /\ 
ROVAL LINE. ^/\\ 


O SINFUL WOMAN , WERE 
ALL VOUR PRAISES FOR 
RAMA UTTERED WITH 
AN ULTERIOR MOTIVE? 
VOU WILL STAIN THE 
FAIR NAME OF OUR 
ROVAL FAMILV WITH 
THESE BOONS. 


— 1 





SUMITRA WILLNEVER 
TRUST /YiE IF I BANISH 
RAMA.AND KAUSALVA ? 
KAUSALVA, THE PER- 
FEC.T WIFE , WHO/Vi 
I HAVE HURT ONLV 
TO PLEASE VOU. 



SO THAT IS IT. 

THE KINGDOM GOES 
TO RA/ViA, ONLV TO 
PLEASE KAUSALVA. 
NO!SHECANNOT 
BE THE QUEEN 
AAOTH ER! RA/YiA 

Ml IC.T /=./-»! 
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amar c hit ra katha 



KAIKEYI^DON’T YOU 
REMEM BE R HOW RAMA 
HAS ALWAYS LOVED 
L AND WOR5HIPPED > 
il\ YOU ?_^ 


K YOUR 
FUTILE WORDS 
TIRE ME. WILL 
YOU KEEP 
YOUR PROMI5E 
V OR WON’T 


? 


YOU 



RAMA HAS NEVER HURT ANYONE. 
AM I TO WOUND HIM WITH YOUR 
PITILESS DEMAND? KAIKEYL I AM 
OLD AND MY END 15 NEAR. 

I BEG FOR MERCY. 



FINDING HER. UNMOVED, DFSHflMTHF 
FELL FT HER FEET. 


THE WHOLE WORLD WILL 
DE5PI5E ME AS THE 6REAT 
KINO WHO BARTERED 
HI5 SON AWAY FOR A 
FICK.LE WOMAN.O 
KAIICEYI, I BEG YOU, 

SAVE ME FROM 
PUBLIC RIDICULE 
AND DIS6RACE. 


BUT KF/KEY/ D/D NOT FE LENT. 
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DASHARATHA 



BY THEN , IT WfiS fiLMOST MORNING 


MY BELOVED SON WILL 
OBEY /VIE.OH THAT IT 
WERE NOT 50! FOR IF 
HE DOE5 I WILL DIE. 
KAIKEYI, I CON5ENT. 
LET RAMA 60 TO THE 
FOREST AND LET THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR / 
TOMORROW, BE FOR / 
N \Y FUNERAL. jd 


O KING,DO ^ 
V NOT RAVE LIKE 
ONE MAD. IN5TALL MY 
' SON ON THETHRONE 
\ AND BANISH 
YOURS. 


SHOCfCED BY HER. CRUEL 
NORDS, DfiSHfiRfiTHfi Ffi/NTED. 
JUST THEN, fiN fiNX/OUS 
SUmNTR.fi SENT BY VfiSISHTHfi 
CfiNlE THERE. prr- ■■ ■ . ^ j - 




O SUMANTRA, EXCITED ABOUT THE C0MIN6 
EVENT THE KIN6 HAS HAD Pi 5LEEPLESS 
NI6HT. HE IS TIRED. BRING RAMA HERE 
TO HIM FOR HI5 BLESSING5. 


TO MfiKE SURE THfiT HER PLfiNS SHOULD 
NOT FfiLL THROUGH , Kfi/KEYI fiNSWERED 
FOR DfiSHfiRfi THfi . 




S 


w THE EFFICIENT 
QUEEN TOO, IS 
.I/V\PATIENT TO SEE 
RAMA INSTALLED. 
I MUST HURRY. 
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amar chitra katha 



WHY 15 MY 
FATHER WAN 
AND DRAINED 
^ OF JOY? 


LftTER. , WHEN THE UNSUSPECT/NG 
Ram PRESENTED HfMSELF 
BEFORE H/S FaTHER. — (-Hf 


I: _ IltUlMl 



MOTHER-, 
HAVE I 
OFFENDED 
MY FATHER? 




WHEN RF/REV/ TOO PRESENTED 
a STERN COUNTENfiNCE - 


THE SHa/V\ELESS Ka/REYt WHOSE HEflRT HED 
BEEN NUMBED BY CUP/D/TY, FfiCED Ram . 


THE KINO H0LD5 YOU 
DEARER THAN TRUTH. HE 
CANNOT COMMAND YOU 
LE5T IT HURT YOU.IF 
YOU PROM I SE TO OBEY 
HI5 WI5HE5 I 5HALL / 
SPEAK. y< 


0 MOTHER, HAVE 
YOU 5POKJEN HARSH 
W0RD5 TO MY 
FATHER? VYHY 
OOES HE GRIEVE? 
TELL ME THE 
CAUSE, MOTHER 
TELL ME 
THE TRUTH. 


FOR 

SHAME, 
MOTHER 1 . WHEN 
MY FATHER 
COMMAND5, i 
OBEV WITHOUT 
FLINCHIN6. 
ANO...RAMA 
NEVER GOES f 
BACK ON HIS / 
WORD, y 
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DASHARATHA 



KA/KE y/ THEN 

told rataa 

ALL ABOUT 
THE TWO 
BOONS. WfTHOUT 
EÅPRESSIN6 
A TRACE OF 
DBAPPOINT- 
IYIENT RAMT) 
FACED 
FA I KEY/. 


YQU ARE MY MOTHER,AND 
YET KNOW ME NOT. ON 
YOUR ORDER. ALONE I 
WOULD WILLINGLY 
SURRENDER, NOT ONLY 
THE KIN6DOM BUT ALSO 



THERE IS NO GREATER. 
VIRTUE IN THI5 WORLD 
THAN SERVICE TO 
ONE’S PARENTS IN 
THOUGHT, WORD AND 
DEED.SO LET 
BHARATA RULE 



KAI KEYl mPATIENTLY INTERRUPTED 
H/5 DECL ARA TION5 . 


NOW THAT YOU 
HAVE TO GO, 
RAMA 9 DO NOT 
DELAY. I SHALL 
HAVE BHARATA 
BROUGHT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


GO AND TAKE 
LEAVE OF /VYY 
MOTHER AND 
OFFER /VW 
CONSOLATION 
TO SITA 



WHEN KAUSALYA HEARD THE O RAMA, 
TERRIBLE NEWS FRO/Y) RAM ft— THE GOOD 

-1 FORTUNE 

OF A WOMAN WHO HAS 
KNOWN THE COMPLETE 
DEVOTION OF HER HUS¬ 
BAND, HAS NEVER BEEN 
MINE. YEARS HAVE I 
WAITED TO SEE YOU 
IN5TALLED AND 
TA5TE OF HAPPI - 
NESS.AND NOW 
WITH A VICIOUS 
KAIKEYI ITWILL 
BE LIFE-IN-DEATH 
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amar chitra katha 




MOTHER-, 
MY FATHERls 
COMMAND 
BINDS UB 
^ BOTH. V 


"STRIT 


YES,MY WORTHY 
SON. MAY YOU BE 
HAPPY IN EXILE. 

I SHALL SERVE 
YOUR FATHER DUTh 
FULLY WHILE I PRAY 
FOR YOUR SAFE RETURN. 


FS RF/MF LEFT FOR. THE FOREST, 
WITH LFKSHMFNF FIND 5/7/9 WHO 
/NSI5TED ON GO/NG WITH H/M, 
DFSHFR.FTHF COLLFPSED WITH GR/EF. 
KFI/CEYI REFCHED OUT TO HELP H/M. 


KEEP AVVAY, O VILE 
KAIKJEYI,YOUR TOUCH 
W1LL POLLUTE ME. YOU 
WILL ENJOY YOUR 
BOONS BUT AS A 
WlDOW. FOR I WILL 
NOT LIVE LON6 
WITHOUT RAMA. 


RfiMF D/O NOT TRY TO CONSOLE 
HIS MOTHER . /NSTEFID — 



THEN HE TURNED TO KFUSFLYFl. 


TAKE ME TO YOUR 
PALACE, O VIRTUOUS 
MOTHER OF RAMA. 
NOWHERE ELSE WILL 
v I KNOW PEACE. ^ 


w wv v.C 
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DASHARATHA 


ON THE FfFTH DftY ftFTER. RFMft LEFT, KfiUSflLYft,UNB BLE TO I X O IONS, 
RESTRB/N HERSELF BNY LONGER,TURHED UPON THE KING. [/ I6N0RIN6 ME 

TUU bANibHEu 



FULL OF HNGUISH, DPlSHBRBTHft 
PLEBDED WITH HER. \ - 




RBU5BLYB, MOVED BY THE GRERT MONRRCH’s 
HUmiUTY, WAS RSH/MED OF HER OWN OUTBURST. 


O LORD, DO NOT 
SHAME ME. A WELL- 
6RED WOMAN 
5H0ULD NEVER. 
MAKE A 5UPPLICANT 
OF HER. LORD. 

PARDON MV 
TRAN56RES5I0N. 























































































amar chitra katha 



K\X HIS FATHER?S 
\ •' CUR5E HAS COME NT 
/ TRUE. I DIE YEARN- > 
ING FOR MY SON. O 
KAU5ALYA,I CANNOT SEE YOU 
CO/Y\E NEAR AND TOUCH ME. 


OA/ 7/Æ S/XTH NIGHT OF RAMA’S DEPFR.TUR.EyFl /FEDLEV OF PAST DEEDS RACED ACR055 
DASHA RATHA*5 BEFUDDLED MIND , BUT ONE 5TOOD OUT CLEAR—THE KILLING OF THE 
INNOCENT YOUTH. HE HALT/NGLY NARRATED THE NHOLE p- 
INCIDENT TO KAU SALYA .THEN — [~ ~ [ 




OFERCO/WE OY GRJEF FOR H/5 EXILED SON, 
DASHARATHA, A V/CTI/V) OF H/S OWN 
KARMA, 8REATHED HIS LAST. 


-i' 


SEE/NG THAT H/S END NAS 


O MY PRINCE, MY SON, 
WHERE ARE YOU ? 

O KAU5ALYA ! AH, 
GENTLE SUMITRA! 


NEAR, KAUSALYA SENT FOR SUM/TRA. 


NO! LORD 
DO NOT LEAVE 
US AND GO... 


BUT ALL KAI KEYfS EFFORTS TO 5ECURE 
THE THRONE FOR HER SON WERE FUTILE . 
FOR BHARATA WOULD NOT ASCEND IT. WHEN 
RAMA REFUSED TO RETURN TO AYODHYA 
TILL HE HAD FULF/LLED HIS PLEQGE, 
BHARATA PLACED RAMA'S SUPPERS ON 
THE THRONE AND RULED THE K/N6D0M 
FOR HIM, TILL HE RETURN ED TO BE THE 
RING. M 1 ' g 
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DASHA AVATAR 

THE TEN INCARNATIONS OF VISHNU 



TEN STORIES 
RETOLD 
IN 96 PAGES 


THE AVATAR CONCEPT IS THE VERY 
CORNERSTONE OF HINDU THEOLOGY. 
ACCORDING TO IT THE SUPREME 
POWER MANIFESTS ITSELF IN ANIMAL 
OR HUMAN FORMS ON EARTH, WITH 
THE DIVINE MISSION OF CLEANSING 
IT OF THE PERIODICALLY INCREA- 
SING EVIL. 


THE AVATARS WHICH ARE CONSI- 
DERED MOST SIGNIFICANT ARE TEN 
IN NUMBER AND THEY FORM THE 
"DASHAVATAR". THESE TEN START 
WITH THE FORM OF A LOWLY FISH 
AND WORK UP TO THE NOBLE MAN, 
CAST IN THE IMAGE OF GOD. 


THE AVATARS ENABLE THE COMMON 
FOLK TO SPEAK OF OR LISTEN TO 
STORIES OF DIVINE DOINGS WHICH 
ISA SIMPLE WAY OF PROCEEDING 
TOWARDS GODHEAD. 



CQ 

Q 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 
3a Rashtrapati Road, Secunderabad 3 
(for V.P.P. Orders only) 


Published by 

India Book House Education Trust 

Bombay 400 039. 


Reprint August 1976 8,000 Copi 












CHEMMEEN 



w . 


THE SIGN OF THE PEACOCK 



CHATURANG KATHA — the promise of 
exciting entertainment-the newest in pictorial 
classics for young and old. 

CHATURANG KATHA brings to you an enthrall- 
-ing new series of famous tales. These pictorial 
classics in full colour are based on well-known 
time-tested folk tales, on ancient and modem 
regional stories and on famous romantic novels. 

The following titles are also avallable in pocket size at 
Re. I/- each: 

PADMAVATUHAMSAVALI-LILA AND CHANESAR*VIRVAR 



Available at all booksellers or at: 

INDIA BOOK HOUSE 

3-A Rashtrapati Road, Secunderabad (A. P.) 
(V. P. P. orders only) 







